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Stockbridg

by PHILIP CLIFFORD

ROM the sumnut of Dancbury Ring on

a4 clear summer day when the sieep hill-
sides Bave become w carpel of roek roses.
violets, nolhwort and thyioe, an olservant
visitor van catch o ghimpse of the distant Isle
of Wight,  Down below this 1k conopy
of vollow rose-purples muave and sreen cun
be seen what remanmes of the old gyandstand

Lonely,  shandoned,  overgrown with
creepers amd weeds 3t st proudly debes
negleet anad obhvion o reproachiud

renunder of areat davs Jong pissed by,

Newrby, but hidden by o fringe of trees,
les Dancbhury, first the bome of the Days
and then the Cannons. the fortunes of
Stockbridge Ruaees woxed and waned with
the rise and desline of this Tamaous tradning
estiahlshment §decided 1o make it the stan-
ing point for my  plgnmage.

SR John' Dav. whoo according (o s
contemporaries, Udressed ke a dignitary of
the church”, died v 1860, but the thatehed
coltage  which  he  built  remans snupn
nesthing in the shade of the big bouse with
i Vi creeper. white clematis and
nobie chestot planted by “Grandma Day™.
FPhere were 70 o maore horses at f.).:t'u'hui”y
dunng s beyday and counticss were s
stegesses st the annaasd three-day mectiongs
swhich sadly came 10 an end e 18K

Sa. after obminng pormssion from My
oW Mertick, wha now lives these and
farmis mast of the neighbourmye und, 1 <o
ofl o explore the surtoundings

fnthe distunce there was the drone of @
cridt from the Atmy A School af Middie
Wallop, but oibersvise  the deep gieen
countryside s peagetulle ginet, the view
unspuiled.

Much af the dand was plougbed ap during
the twe World Wars - o s developed
e serub wondlnd where holly, Jueed
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tstigation ol ford Wore
fthe Duke o Beauiory the Biisay
cided e move s headguartons and
tivibes Frome the Cobwolds and Chelien
fan: 1o Stockbridge, Thus e finst ufter-
noon ol cach anmuad three-day meeling was
sencciortn under the aospices of The Clith
s oembers supplying a consderable
suaee of the viders and runnees,

Phis suceessiul partsership belween cloh
aiad contived unbioken unul the
Latter wioned dosws and e moimbers Sownd
anve more oo new home at Salisbury.

Mueanwhude, Stockbridge lourished.
namber ol g
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price moncey.,

Pertugps the Flursthourne Stakos de
pride of place wany hostory of tis cace-
conra Jor it ol aliracied some ol the
srason’s Best twaevear-olds,
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Galbtee More

tUwas i this for example, tha the brish-
bred Trple Crown winper, Galtee More,
mede o successful débat, while Tlying Lo
added Torther distinction by swanning the
Stochbriddee Foal Stakes. Also papudar with
ownees and dramers were the Champagne
and - Andover Niahes, the Mottisfont
Ahnpton Plaes

or o
A strony
wiere raving only

and
and the Steekbridge Cup.
namber of vears Stegkbridee was
iival in populaay o Gondwood,

dates bk o 1804,

3 Eij [
urim

criine of e

Pie o of 1

Hloving HEG TR S kN
ol EROT von taace FEEEO
Wi oaad B0 fhaise, saveessiul Fpasm -

: Lter. Lady Elizabeth, the boest iy
ever o e rained at Dancbury, was anoth
Stockbridee winner,

fn 1809 two sisters both winners o e
Ouhs et o the Thursthourne Cuap. o
over two and o half nules, Brigantine thee
stmmer had won the Fithies Classie for S
Predenck Jobustone, while  Formosa
provious season had been chuonpron of thoer
Ewath fomn clissic wins to her oredit, | o
oxertions, alass had tken their ol and ode
were ld on Brigantine who won by po fess
ihan 20 Tengths

stockbridee did not lack roval patronag.
Nivrod, in The Chave, the Twref und
Rewd, refors o the prefercace shown
George 1V Tor country yaces, mo particy
e Bibury, ewes wnd Brighton meetis
Fhe reco shanw that he wis a tregue
f to Stockbridpe and that Tord Sach
o osome of i horses there
b Wales he was successinl wi
Prgasus in 1797 apd adier Bis ot on v
the dad Goeodwoeod  Cup winns
Flenr-de-Lis,

store than o coury Laer, Edward, iy
ol Wades, shortly te bevome Pdward A
brouglin off populer doable with Sar,
P oand Court Only 10 years carhe
FENO. there had o fragedy when
promising tvosveir old  filly, Connterp.,
had droppued e unning i
Siackbridae Cup
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soveng the colebrnitics whe  supported
cAbridee wus Lord Palmerston, Secretary
Wt the age ol 25, and twice Prime
aster, His hame was at Broadlands, neas
wer, and Willlam Day in s Resdnds
woof The Turf, describes how his patron
the atarming habit of nding over 1o
chury at breakneck speed. 1t s not
dod whether he was present 1o sce his
i win the Southampton Stakes.
While the Dukes of Besuvfort and
safton. the Marquis of Hastings and Lord
sageliey were Danchury’s leading patrons,
<ing at Stockbridge went from strength
strength.

The “*Confederacy”

ilwen there was the period of “"Fhe Dane-
ary Contederacy™, which meluded  such
winers as the prive fighter membar of the
House of Commons, John Gully, and lus
sAlow gamblers Marry Hb and Joshua
Arnold.

As for the joekeys, George Tordham one
dternoon rode sixowinners, his other mount
Bemg beaten wox run off after a dead heat
tred Archer, Tom Cannon and Sam Loales
o their day were wsually in the Hmchight
it was here, too, that Tom's son. Kemipton,
ade his fiest winper on Bunfing teained
v his father,

Naovember 231807, was o sad but memor.
drle accasion in the history of Stoch bridge
cenurse, for on this wintry dav all the
sarses owned by ord Hastings came up tor
wile there, O the 31 lots offered. 14 were
bought in and wecording o the Vieroriy
Conony Hisiory of  Hampakire, those  in
aining mexde  an aggregale o 28O0
supeas, the vearlops 9395 guingas.

The sporting bt impecunions Marguis,
sowever, refused o part with his Luvourite
mwo-vear-old Lady izabeth, whose record
i her first season had been 12 wins in 13
races,  She was retained Tor 6,100 guineas,
but by this tme the harny had been done.

After an unlocky defeat m the Maddie
Park Stakes <he had been maiched at News
market  apainst  the Cosarewilch winner,

Tolius, Although she beat the older horse by
a head  she mever recovered  from this
onwarranted ordeal,

Tangible rernders of the racecourse are
disappointingly meagre, but at The County
Record Otfiee iy Winchester T discovered an
old poster. 1t was a notice o innkeepers
snd Others of un Auciion 1o be held at the
Grand Stand at 2 pan. on Vuesday. Jone
9186314 days before ruce wee

Among the items 1o be et during the
races were: the right to serve refreshments
in the Grand Stand and the authordy 1o

charge for what s now termed parking
Npwee,
“The highest  bidder™. prochumed  the

poaster”, would have the privilege of charg-
g for adl Vebhicles entering the groumd et
To tum at g rate nos exceedmng three shillings
far each Couch, Omuibus, Van, Break.
andan, Bitzka, four-wheel Cab or Ply ; twoe
shidlimgs for cach  ordinary Tour-whee!
Phacton und one shilling cach for two-wheed
Vehicles,  tte woukl ale be entitled  to
underket the ground for smuatl-bexing Sticks.
cte, L7

100-1 chances

Racing came to an end at Stockbridge
with the July meeting of 1898 o veur made
uncomfortably costly for many backers by
a4 Derby in which two 100 ] chances. Jeddah
wid Dunlop. finished first and third.

Nuvertheless, i was a prosperous ver for
the Twri, A neve record total ol 357
horses van that season and the final meet
wg. which opened on the Hampshire conrse
on Tuesday, July 80 provided a programme
of no dess than 21 raees, not counting a
National Huont flat race and o naich.

he trouble which had arvisen was due
o a change of landowner.  Part ol the
ravecourse had becormsg the property of a
ldv  whaose  unredenting dislike of heorse
cacing and any form of gambling was s
immovable wx the Rock of Gibraltar,

e card for those Iast three days. during
which  Omre Madden  and Moroington
Cannon were the most saceessful jockeys,
anthes interesting reading,

On the fisst day, which as usual ¢
under the auspices ol the Bibury Clup, 2o
Faampshire  Stakes, with 300 sovere
wdded and run over the New Mile O
wias won by the Duke of Westminsg
Orpab,

Phe  Bibury  Stakes  went o Clivig
trained and ridden by Mr, George Thurst.,
A Weher Plate, a Seller, a sixefurloeny
Handicap, the Champagne  Stakes.
Bibury Club Jumor Home-bred Stakes
i Nutiond Huont flat race completed o bs
and enteriatming afternoon.

Flying Fox

Mro Thurshy was not only a fanuba
fheure ot Stockbridge but alse at bpeo
whaere, i The Derby a fow years later, v
finished  second  on John O'Gaunt .o
Picton (o St Amant and Spearnmimt,

There were anotbier cight races on
following  day. the highhght  bang

ictory of the foture Trple Crowe wy
Fhymg Fox i the Stockbridge foal St

Owned by the Duke of Westminsto:
trained at Kingsclere by John Porter
agreat supporter of Stockbrides, i
Fox had already won the Ham Stabes o
Ascat. his only previous race.

The Andover Stakes went to Mo
owned and ridden by Lord Cowey. s
Otto Madden won o mile handicap on
Carpanvan's Cyrerian, On the finad |
dayv there were six races and @ match
1 oates rode Lady Oy the winner
Hurstbourne  Stukes and Mo
Cannon was siecesstul on Wall's 1.

And so. o the disappoininwn:
and the delight of few, onded
century and a hult of racing ot !
Howis 67 years since the Bibury S
first been won there by Lond
Doncgani. During that fateiui
the watehful eve in turn of Ol fe
his sons, Williem and Joha, and s
Cannon, The Clab had wracdy p
had the riding abifiny
members,
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